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On   March  the thirtieth,   the   Swami   left  Calcutta  for another sojourn in Darjeeling, as the guest of the family  with                     :
whom he had lived before. Here he once more allowed himself the fullest freedom, enjoying his rest in every possible way. In so far as he could, he followed the instructions of his physicians not even to think on any serious subject                    *
When he was only partially restored in health, news suddenly "\     reached him of the outbreak of plague in Calcutta.    He could |    not think of taking rest for himself any more, and immediately ^     hastened down to the metropolis so that he   may  be  of help |    to his   people who were  terror-stricken   with the new   plague ,A   regulations.    The outlook   in   Calcutta   was threatening.    It !J   seemed as if a storm were about to   burst.    The people   were running away in  panic.    The soldiery   were   called  to   quell i    riots.    The  Swaini  grasped  the  gravity of the  situation at -   once.    On   May 3rd,  the  very  day   of his   arrival   at    the
Math, he is seen drafting and in writing a plague manifesto in                            ^   (J
Bengali and in Hindi.    He was greatly concerned and wanted                           . 4
to start relief operations immediately to help the afflicted. When a gurubhdi asked him, "Swamiji, where will the funds                          k
come from ?'*    He replied with sudden   fierceness of decision,                           1
"Why ? We shall sell the newly-bought Math grounds, if necessary! We are Sanny^sins, we must be ready to sleep under the trees and live on daily bhikshd as we did before. What should we care for Math and possessions when by the disposing of them we could relieve thousands suffering before our eyes !" Aye, he was ready to dispose of the monastery itself for the good of the people ! Fortunately, however, this extreme step was not necessitated, for he soon received promises of ample funds for his immediate work. It was settled that an extensive plot of ground should be rented at once, and in compliance with the Government plague regulations,                         i 4,
segregation camps should be put up, in which plague patients would be accommodated and nursed in such a way that the Hindu community would have no objection. Workers also came in numbers to co-operate with his own personal disciples. The Swanai instructed them to teach sanitation and